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News from the chapter chair  

Thomas Dunbar, FCSC, RSW  

I thought that this would be an opportune time to give you an update on our year to date. 
 
First of all, so far we have had quite a successful year.  We started off with our opening session ñA Night at the 

Races with CSCò.  This took place at Rideau-Carleton Raceway in September and was a purely social and networking 
event.  It was quite well attended and everybody seemed to enjoy themselves.  We even had some of our group get a 
ride in the ñpacecarò although it would probably have been better if they had gone before the buffet dinner since the car 
apparently couldnôt handle the extra weight.  It broke down halfway around the track and our group had to be rescued 
from the far side. 

 
We followed the race event with a few technical sessions.  First in October came a session on Building Informa-

tion Modelling (BIM) and some new software being developed by Digicon Inc., to help specification writers incorporate 
BIM considerations into their project specifications.   The release of the software still looks like it is a ways away, but it 
certainly looks like it will be a big help.  David Watson from Digicon Inc., came all the way from the Edmonton Chapter to 
give us this update and it was much appreciated. 

 
After the BIM Session we had a session in November on the EIFS Council of Canadaôs new quality assurance 

program.  This was presented by John Smith, National Sales Manager of Dryvit Canada and by Gus Awada, CEO of 
Tangent Building Systems Inc.  Both of these gentlemen were extremely knowledgeable on the subject matter and gave 
great presentations.  We were also fortunate that evening to have a visit for our association President, Brian Colgan 
(Atlantic Chapter) and from CSCôs Executive Director Nick Franjic. 

 
We skipped December for CSC events since everyone seems to have so much to do around the holiday season, 

but we have already had a session in January which turned out to be very interesting.  Mark Buckshon, the publisher of 
the Ottawa construction news, was kind enough to share his insights into electronic social networking and give us all 
some advice on how we could make it work in a business environment.  I personally found it very interesting, but still 
donôt know how much I want to get involved with social networks.  The great thing about Markôs presentation was that he 
gave us information about the pitfalls as well as the many advantages of social networking.  Mark video-recorded the 
session so look for it somewhere on the internet. 

 
So that brings you up to date as far as our events calendar goes.  If you look elsewhere in this issue of ñThe 

Specifierò you will find information about upcoming events, especially our February seminar scheduled for February 9
th
, 

2010 which will deal with Conservation of Historic Buildings, and our March Connections Café and Silent Auction event 
scheduled for March 9

th
, 2010 at the Centurion Center on Colonnade Road South.  This will be followed on April 13

th
, 

2010, with a seminar on Precast Concrete and then in May with our Annual Chapter Meeting, scheduled to take place at 
the Chimo Inn on May 11

th
, 2010. 

 
Finally, keep your eyes open for information on our annual golf tournament which we intend to have once again 

at Emerald links Golf Club in mid-July. 
 
This year we launched a Corporate Partnership initiative in which we were joined by two Corporate Partners, 

Sico and Ottawa Construction News.  Iôd like to thank both of these organizations for their support and in turn encourage 
all of our members to support both Sico and the Ottawa Construction news. 

 
Although we have put together a full social and technical program this year, we have still been a little behind in 

getting the word out to the industry about what we are doing.  Our turnout hasnôt been as strong as we would have liked 
and we are aware of some of the reasons.  We feel that in all probability location has had something to do with the poor 
turnout.  Unfortunately we were hit by increased costs for the venues of choice and ended up moving our seminar series 
to the Legion Hall in Kanata.  It is our intention to try to find suitable facilities in a more central location for next year  We 
only have two more events scheduled for the Kanata location, so I would like to encourage all of you to come and check 
us out. 
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CSC Ottawa Directorõs Report 

Chris Lance CCA  

 First, I would like to offer an introduction for those who are not familiar with the duties of a Director. A Director is 
the local Chapter representative to CSC on a National level. Each Chapter has a Director responsible for Chapter rep-
resentation and voicing Chapter issues. All Directors, Vice-presidents, President, Past-president and CSC Staff meet 
twice a year to be informed of initiatives by the Association office along with updates from other Chapters across the 
country. 
 
Following is an update since the Board of Directors meeting held in Toronto on October 3

rd
 and 4

th
, 2009. 

Website: Currently, each Chapter is responsible for the costs and administration of their own websites. 
Obviously, with each Chapter comprised of volunteers, some are more successful than others. In an at-
tempt to unify all Chapters to a common standard and image, the Association office is in the process of 
completely redesigning the main website with a direct links to standard templates for each Chapter. This 
will allow Chapters to easily update content while permitting design flexibility within a standard CSC 
theme. 

Specifier course: The Specifier 1 course is finally near completion! The Vancouver Chapter really stepped 
up to meet the challenge of redesigning, modifying and adding content in order to ensure a Spring 2010 
course release. Every Chapter is anticipating strong registration for this course. 

Certified Specification Writer: This is a new designation soon to be offered to permit individuals who may 
not otherwise qualify for the RSW designation. It is an intermediate specification writing designation in-
tended to recognize individuals with a strong technical ability but who may have not yet been involved with 
contract administration. 

Unification: There has been increasing discussion of ideas to further unify Chapters across the country. 
Similar to the website, as each Chapter executive is comprised of volunteers, the degree of marketing and 
success of each Chapter is quite varied. Although no firm direction has been agreed upon, at least the 
discussions are taking place, which will eventually lead the Association to meet this challenge. 

 
Lastly, an update on a local Chapter matter with an impact on a National level ï CSC Conference 2012 in Ottawa. 
Prior to May 2012, the Ottawa Chapter will be looking for individuals interested in participating in organizing the confer-
ence. Many of the administrative elements will be handled by the Association office. It is the Ottawa Chapterôs respon-
sibility to offer Canada a technical and social programme that people will be talking about for years to come. This is 
anyoneôs opportunity to voice their ideas and be involved in a conference that will impact peers and professionals 
within the construction industry from coast to coast. 
 
Should anyone be interested in learning more about the Conference 2012 opportunities or any other CSC business, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 

Iôd be interested in hearing what you want from a CSC seminar.  What would encourage you to come out and spend 
some time learning and networking?  Is our price for a seminar and sandwiches (generally $25) a reasonable price?  Is 
the location the thing that matters the most?  Are there subjects that you would like us to present?  Please let you Chap-
ter Executive know what you want.  We want most of all to enhance your membership and make sure you get something 
for your annual fees besides a magazine six times a year. 
Feel free to contact me at TDSuqared@SpecCoach.com or by phone at (613) 825-4786 if you have any concerns about 
how the Chapter is being run, if you want to make some suggestions or if you would like to get involved in helping us run 
the Chapter. 

mailto:TDSuqared@SpecCoach.com
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I January 25, 2010  
 
 This Fall, CSC Ottawa Chapter ran another PCD 
Course. There were six students, who represented Archi-
tects, Engineers, Owners and Technical Representatives. 
A special thanks goes to all who assisted in organizing the 
event and devoting time out of their leisure on a Saturday 
to teach the course. Without all of this volunteer effort it 
would not be possible to put on these courses. The PCD 
Course provides a valuable base to the students who take 
the course. It serves to provide a basic understanding of 
the production of the Project Manuel, and the Administra-
tion of projects.  

 
 In the Spring, we are hoping to put on courses for 
Construction Administration (CA), Technical Representa-
tive (TR) and Specifier 1. In order to put on these courses 
we  
need to get at least three students in each course. We are 
publishing the registration forms, and urge anyone inter-
ested to submit their names as soon as possible. We  
have to organize the teachers and arrange for a location to 
put on the courses. It is hoped that the course would start 
directly after March break.  
 
   

Prof essional Development Report  

John Cooke Peng, RSW FCSC -Education Officer  
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 CSC Ottawa and our Corporate Partners                

 

 
 

Present  

 

Conservation of Historic building  

 

3:30 PM to 5:30 PM, February 9
th

, 2010  

the Royal Canadian Legion (Branch 638) Hall  

70 Hines Rd., Kanata (just off March Rd.)  

 

Presented by  

John Cooke, P Eng, RSW  

President, John G. Cooke and Associates  

 

$25.00 (plus GST) per Person Includes Seminar  

 

For details and Registration for the event visit www.cscottawa.ca  

 

For information contact Chapter Chair, Tom Dunbar at 

TDSquared@SpecCoach.com   
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Tolley Building, Syracuse University NY  

Gordon Hall, Queens University, Kingston  

Conservation of Historic Buildings  

 

The talk will discuss the challenges faced for Conservation Projects from inception to completion and 
willcover issues including the Philosophy of Conservation, investigation, project planning, dealing with 
masonry, roofing, wood windows, flashing details, site quality control, commissioning and maintenance. 
Issues related to lack of maintenance and quality control in relation to good conservation practice will be 
addressed.  
 

Participation in discussion, as well exchange of past experiences will be encouraged from the 
audience.  

 

This talk is beneficial to anyone involved in conservation such as Architects, Engineers,Specification 
Writers, Contractors, facility managers, building owners, as well as product sales people  
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John G. Cooke & Associates Ltd. 
John Cooke became a Partner and President of John G. Cooke & 

Associates Ltd. in 1992. Prior to that, his career has taken him 

from Ireland to Calgary and later to Toronto. He has extensive 

experience with building envelope rehabilitation, heritage 

renovations and educational facilities. His organizational and 

managerial competency can be demonstrated by his ability to keep 

past projects within budget, complete them on time and to the 

satisfaction of the client. His career has been distinguished by 

numerous awards and honorary appointments including the 

presidency of Construction Specifications Canada in 2006/7. 

 

Representative Relevant Experience: 

 

University of Ottawa Exterior Repair Program (2006/2007): 

Several buildings on campus are involved in the repair program 

including Perez Hall, Jock Turcot Hall, 129, 139, 141 Louis 

Pasteur and the Power Plant. Repairs include concrete cleaning 

and repair, brick cleaning and repair, miscellaneous caulking 

replacement, cleaning and painting of fenestration and railings, 

flashing replacement and stair replacement. 

 

Richardson Hall Renovation, Queenôs University, 2007: 

Extensive interior renovation and restoration to the exterior stone 

envelope. It involves the repair of all integral architectural 

components such as roofing, flashing, caulking and window 

restoration. 

 

Gordon Hall Renovation, Queenôs University, 2005: $14.15M 

John was the structural and heritage consultant working with for 

the renovation and restoration of this 1911 building. This included 

site investigation and review of all available documentation, 

assisting in planning with the design team, preparation of structural 

and restoration drawings and specifications and assisted with the 

tendering process and the structural aspects of the construction 

contract administration and site review. In 2005 the project 

received a Frontenac Heritage Foundation Award. 

 

Tolley Building Renovation, Syracuse University, New York, 

2005: 

Intensive structural rehabilitation and restoration to the façade of 

this building constructed in 1889 was carried out over a period of 

two years. The interior was completely renovated while retaining 

most of the original wood elements. The exterior stonework, a 

portion of the brickwork and roofing was restored as budgeting 

allowed. 

Legislative Assembly Building Restoration, Fredericton, 

New Brunswick, 2006/2007: 

The Legislative Assembly Building is a three-story sandstone 

building with mansard roof and corner towers and has been a 

Fredericton landmark since 1882. Restoration to its central octagon 

domed tower, which rises 41 metres above the main roof level, was 

the focus of the initial project. The next phase encompassed the north 

elevation and corner towers and included new copper roofing and 

masonry restoration. 

JOHN G. COOKE 
B.E., P.Eng., RSW, FCSC, CAHP 

 

President, 

John G. Cooke and Associates Ltd. 

 

Years Experience: 33 

 

Education: 

Bachelor Degree in Civil Engineering, 

University College, Galway, Ireland, 1977 

 

Memberships: 

Association of Professional Engineers of Ontario 

Designated Consulting Engineer 

Association of Professional Engineers ofAlberta 

Institute of Engineers of Ireland, Chartered Engineer 

American Concrete Institute 

Construction Specifications Canada ïPast President and Fel

 low 

Construction Specifications Institute 

Canadian Association of Heritage Professionals 

NRC Heritage Mortars Working Group 

CSA Technical Committee for CSA A179 

Mortars and Grout/Historic Mortars 

CSA A371 Masonry Construction for Buildings 
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Ottawa Chapter  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 

 
 

NOTE :  At this time the Principles of Construction Documentation course is being offered in 
English  only  

 
Contacts / Registration:  

John Cooke         Thomas Dunbar  
Engineering Officer       Chapter Chair 
John G. Cooke & Associates      TD

2
  

Phone: 613-226-8718       Phone: 613-825-4786 
Fax: 613-226-7424       Fax: 613-248-4686 
mailbox@jgcooke.com        thomasd@magma.ca  

 
 

Payment Information:  
 

By Cheque payable to CSC Ottawa, or; 
 
 
 

Online at: http://www.cscottawa.ca/Events/Spec1Spring2010.html  

REGISTRATION FORM 

SPECIFIER 1 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

  
Course Location: To be determinedCourse Location: To be determinedCourse Location: To be determined    

  
Course Schedule:   Saturdays ï March 27, April 10, April 17 and April 24, 2010  

  
Course Times:  8:30AM  ï  5:00 PM 

  

 
Name:   

Company:    

Email:       Phone:  

Cost per person is $650.00 plus 5% GST = $682.50  
Course materials, lunches and refreshments are included  

 

mailto:mailbox@jgcooke.com
mailto:thomasd@magma.ca
http://www.cscottawa.ca/Events/Spec1Spring2010.html


Page 9 

 
Course Overview:  
 
The Specifier 1 course is an intermediate level course that will take the individual beyond the concepts previ-
ously introduced in the PCD Course. Although some of the same topics are included in this course, the depth 
of comprehension and explanation exceed that of the PCD course. This course can be credited towards the 
specification writing experience required to obtain the RSW designation. 
 
The course is designed for the individual involved with the preparation of the project manual /specification 
 
 
Course Outline:  
 

Industry Participants and Documents ï Review  

The Specifier and Contract Administration  

Regulatory Requirements and Master Specifications  

Specification Production  

Specifier as a Research and Information Resource  

Information Storage and Retrieval  

Short Form Specifications and Check lists  

Preliminary Project Descriptions and Outline Specifications  

Contract Documents and Contractual Issues  

Selecting Building Materials 
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Ottawa Chapter  

 

 
 
 

Name:   

 

 
Company:    

  
 
Email:        Phone:  

 
 

Cost per person is $650.00 plus 5% GST = $682.50  

Course materials, lunches and refreshments are included  

 
NOTE :  At this time the Principles of Construction Documentation course is being offered in 

English  only  
 

Contacts / Registration:  
John Cooke         Thomas Dunbar  
Engineering Officer       Chapter Chair 
John G. Cooke & Associates      TD

2
  

Phone: 613-226-8718       Phone: 613-825-4786 
Fax: 613-226-7424        Fax: 613-248-4686 
mailbox@jgcooke.com        thomasd@magma.ca  

 
 

Payment Information:  
 

By Cheque payable to CSC Ottawa, or; 
 

Online at: http://www.cscottawa.ca/Events/CCASpring2010.html  
 
 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 
Course Location: To be determinedCourse Location: To be determinedCourse Location: To be determined    

 
Course Schedule:   Saturdays ï March 27, April 10, April 17 and April 24, 2010  

 
Course Times:  8:30AM  ï  5:00 PM 
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Course Overview:  
 
 Contract administration involves making decisions and the timely flow of information and decisions to 
enable completion of the project as required by the contract documents including review and observation of 
the construction project. This is important to the Owner and Consultant not only to determine that the work is 
proceeding in conformity with the contract documents, but also because it allows a final opportunity to detect 
any inaccuracies, ambiguities or inconsistencies in the design. 
 
 The objective of the CCA program is to improve construction contract administration by providing edu-
cation related to the administration and enforcement of contract requirements during the construction phase 
of the project. 
 
 This advanced level course will take the individual beyond the concepts previously introduced in the 
PCD course. Although some of the same topics are included in this course, the depth of understanding and 
explanation exceed that of the PCD course. 
 
 The course is designed for those individuals involved in construction administration, including Contract 
Administrators, Property Managers, Architects, Engineers, Interior Designers, Specification Consultants, 
Building Authorities, and Bonding and Insurance Agencies. The student will have successfully completed the 
PCD - Principles of Construction Documentation course 
 
Course Outline:  
 

Construction Industry participants 

Bidding Requirements and Process  

Alternatives and Substitutions  

Standards and Regulatory Influences  

Site Activities  

Execution of the Work  

Certificate of Payment  

Changes in the Work  

Dispute Resolution  

Construction Insurance  

Construction Surety Bonds  

Guaranties and Warranties  

Project Submittal  

Field Services and Quality Control  

Clerk of the Works  

Contract Close-Out  

Commissioning Definitions and Resources  
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Ottawa Chapter  

 

 
 
 

Name:   

 
 
Company:    

  
 
Email:        Phone:  

 
 

Cost per person is $650.00 plus 5% GST = $682.50  

Course materials, lunches and refreshments are included  

 
 
 

NOTE :  At this time the Principles of Construction Documentation course is being offered in 
English  only  

 
Contacts / Registration:  

John Cooke         Thomas Dunbar  
Engineering Officer       Chapter Chair 
John G. Cooke & Associates      TD

2
  

Phone: 613-226-8718       Phone: 613-825-4786 
Fax: 613-226-7424       Fax: 613-248-4686 
mailbox@jgcooke.com        thomasd@magma.ca  

 
 

Payment Information:  
 

By cheque payable to CSC Ottawa, or; 
 

Online at: http://www.cscottawa.ca/Events/TRSpring2010.html  
 
 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 

TECHNICAL REPRESENTATIVE  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 
Course Location: To be determinedCourse Location: To be determinedCourse Location: To be determined    

 
Course Schedule:   Saturdays ï March 27, April 10, April 17 and April 24, 2010  

 
Course Times:  8:30AM  ï  5:00 PM 
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Course Overview:  
 
The TR course (formerly CTR Level 2) will provide a better understanding of contract documents and bidding 
procedures, product representation, professionalism, and ethics, and will provide a new depth of understand-
ing and explanation of concepts beyond what was previously introduced in the PCD course. The course is 
designed for the individual involved in the supply section of the construction industry such as manufacturer 
representatives, agents or distributors of products. The student will have successfully completed the PCD 
course 
 
Course Outline:  
 

The Project Manual and Drawings  

The Technical Representative and Consultants  

Construction Product Selection Process  

Materials Selection and Substitutions  

Construction Product Representation  

Effective Technical Assistance  

Information Management and Product Literature  

Product Presentation Techniques  

Contract Liability and Warranties  

Bonds and Insurance  

Material and Product Standards  

Workmanship, Quality, Codes and Standards  

Liens and Liens Legislation  

Contract Administration and Field Services  
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